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Digitization of Histonc Court Records

Historic and important documents are at risk of serious
deterioration unless the courts act soon.

Currently located in the Supreme Court basement, but
seriously at risk, is a collection of 633 volumes of hand-
written and printed documents dating back to 1849.




Project Overview

Stored within New Hampshire Law library are 633 volumes of bound Supreme
Court briefs and case files ranging in date from 1849 through 1977. These
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The goal of this project is to preserve these original Supreme Court records, . »w;;é” Q_{-&_ i?i“':? »’é:f‘-;-*f"
digitize them to provide electronic access, and safely house the original ' ,;”,;’:’:ZE‘.:;:“ Syt o ‘.;“” ==
documents. In March and April of 2018, staff of the Northeast Document IR St il = oy
Conservation Center (NEDCC) in Andover, MA conducted a page-by-page e m-uzaﬁ‘;.‘iﬁ‘: e e

assessment of the volumes to determine the condition of the books and 4k o3 ot b
recommend the steps required to digitize the content and preserve the original .
documents.

The NEDCC assessors examined each book and divided the bound volumes into
three groups to help guide the decision-making process for treatment of the
collection. Group 1(1849-1890s) are the oldest and most at-risk volumes and
require the most aggressive treatment Group 2 (1890s-1930s) and Group 3
(1940s -1970s) are in better condition and consequently will require less
conservation and will be easier to digitize. Samples of the issues the assessors
found are in the photographs below.

Thanks to $50,000 in funding from the legislature, preservation and digitization
on the first 7 volumes - the oldest in the collection - began in January 2022. The
estimated cost for the work on all 633 volumes is $2,101,060.
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